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Correlation of Nationalism with Economic Globalization:
Linkage between Chinese Economic Reform and its “Patriotism”
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This study examined the linkage of China’s official nationalism and its market-opening reform
policy to answer the following questions; How did Chinese Nationalism acquire the political
leverage on public sentiment? Is there any causal relationship between the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP)’s instruction to the public ideology and China’s foreign policy? If so, how does
it work?

To investigate these questions, this study firstly considered the political meaning of “Patriotism
(%2 E & X)”, which has been traditionally used by the CCP as symbolic notion of the national
unification, and resulted that “Patriotism” claimed by the CCP can be classified as an official
nationalism.

Secondly, it argued how the Chinese authorities reinterpreted the logic of China’s official
nationalism in the early 1980s, the early 1990s and the mid-2000s, by analyzing the
characteristics of each reinterpretation with four key factors; Chinese-nation identity, party-
state system, economic modernization and intention to be great power. Using these factors,

this study also discussed the causal relationship between Chinese official nationalism and its

percption of the West.
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