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The present research shall integrate a continuing project that has been performed by the
Research Center of Legal Systems for the Intellectual Property (RCLIP) since 2003 about
global intellectual property law systems. This project focuses mainly in Asian countries and
analyzes the current legal systems and seeks potential harmonization of judiciary proceedings.

Considering that intellectual property is an immaterial property, it is not physically restricted
to a single territory. Therefore, it becomes necessary for protection to be obtained in different
jurisdictions. This global characteristic incentives harmonization through international treaties,
such as the Paris Convention for industrial properties, Berne Convention for copyright and
the TRIPs agreement. Also, on the same level that harmonization of legal systems is relevant,
enforcement is equally important.

However, for a better analysis, further research in the U.S. and some selected countries from
Europe and more is desirable. Also, a deeper approach in China is required because the numbers
ofthe court cases and specialized courts have increased dramatically.

Considering this scenario, it is understood that it is necessary to research the establishment
of specialized intellectual property courts in China, in comparison with the U.S., Thailand,
European countries and Japan.

Inthe U.S., the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, CAFC, was established in 1982, as a part
of'the pro-patent policy, with the purpose of unifying case law. Further, we study the situation of
Thailand, where the intellectual property court system was taken in 1997, which was remarkably
early in Asian countries. In Europe, we consider the discussion on the development of a common
intellectual property court, which faces the issue of unifying different jurisdictions. At the end,

we analyzed the situation of Japan, where the Intellectual Property Court was set up in 2005.
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