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The global price of oil, gas, and minerals skyrocketed from 2003, triggered by rapidly increasing
demand by China and other emerging economies, thus ushered in natural resource boom. This
resource boom has spurred diverse sociopolitical impacts in the resource producing countries
all over the world. Developing countries, particularly South American countries in the case
of'this study have witnessed increased political participation in form of protest and political
mobilization on the street. There were basically two reasons. The distribution of rent expanded
by the price hike was on the agenda of different level of government in those countries meanwhile
resource extraction sometimes threatened the use of water and land since it cannot but operate
in certain geographical area. This research is on the same line with others who recently initiated
empirical analysis of the resource boom, focusing on the sociopolitical impact and the search
of sustainable policy-making.

My previous research tested the effect of resource rent on political protest in Latin American
countries by multi-level regression analysis. It revealed certain plausibility of the effect, more
significant than other factors, but it was not a robust result.

Upon this background, this research diversified the approaches from cross-sectional statistics
to case study and Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA). This research strategy enabled to
compensate the difficulties of regression analysis, and provided several new findings.

Firstly, panel-data analysis of “nationalization” of hydrocarbon industry in Latin America
revealed that some political factors are most significant but the political ideology is not. Secondly,
the case study of Bolivian mining sector illustrated the active participation of particular interest
group which dominated policy-making process. And finally, QCA on Peruvian mining conflicts
showed different causal paths which might exist behind the scene. Some of these findings have

been published in peer-reviewed journal, while others are to be published this year.
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