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This study undertakes quantitative analysis on the Gavari festival in the Mewar region of
Rajasthan in order to investigate its social and economic implications for individuals and
communities in terms of cultural diversity. We surveyed over 1,000 individuals (500 performers
and 500 audiences) in more than 200 communities in rural and urban/peri-urban areas within
100 km of Udaipur city, the center of the Mewar region. The Gavari festival, often described as
a fork drama theater, is the ritual religious and historical stories and epics. It is a dance drama
performed only by male Bhil tribal members of a village over a forty-day period before the
harvest season in September. During the month of Gavari the men travel long distance to several
villages, originally to which their sisters and daughters have been married. Historically, Gavari
expresses a continued interest in the health and happiness of their departed women. Nowadays,
they also visit places without any kinship upon request to pray for their good.

The Bhil historically is the indigenous tribe which has resided in the forest areas so that
the Gavari is the rural festival. However, due to the changes of socio-economic situation in
India, many Bhils have started to live in urban areas and be engaged in non-farming works.
Accordingly, the Gavari may change in many aspects. Absence from work for forty days must
be an economic burden for urban workers, but some manage to continue their ritual ceremony as
much as possible in spite of their potential economic losses. This survey reveals that Gavari is not
only performed as the traditional ritual for Bhil communities but functions the social common
capital in the whole society of the Mewar region by involving different social classes as hosts
and audiences. Consequently, it suggests that performing Gavari may cause economic losses
in the short term, but contribute to increasing the social wellbeing in the long run by tightening

the relationship among communities and different social classes.
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