The Murata Science Foundation

REHEEICBITS
HBAY 7 HIRI R EEVECRE - BT HIEL RE T 2058

Study on Common Systems for the Protection and Enforcement of Intellectual Property
in Regional Economic Integration

H281) A8

wEmrE B AR W U LWRKRF KEREERR

Masabumi Suzuki Professor, Graduate School of Law, Nagoya University
sEmRE B K wlRKY KFBREEIER B2

Dai Yokomizo Professor, Graduate School of Law, Nagoya University
£EFE W B A IR RUEKE KEBkEgeR B0%

Tomohiro Yoshimasa Professor, Graduate School of Law, Kyoto University

HEMZRE Va3 7t AR KFBESIeR B

Giorgio Fabio Colombo  Associate Professor, Graduate School of Law, Nagoya University
sEFRE RO OH 9 Rk R #uR

Sadao Nagaoka Professor, Faculty of Economics, Tokyo Keizai University

This research dealt with the issues related to common systems for the protection and enforcement
of intellectual property (IP) in regional economic integration. A “common system” means a
system which grants [P rights with legal effects covering territories of several member countries.
The recently agreed Unitary Patent system (with the Unified Patent Court system) in EU is an
example of such a system.

First, we analyzed recent trends of activities for international frameworks of IP protection.
We recognized 1) increasing difficulties in establishing multilateral frameworks, and active
use of bilateral or plurilateral economic agreements as tools to agree on international rules for
IP protection, 2) expansion and deepening of IP protection, 3) effects from other public policy
issues, and 4) increasing non-transparency in the negotiation processes.

Second, we analyzed the significance and problems of common systems under such
circumstances described above. As to the significance, we can point out the great advantages
for users (including multinational business entities) of the IP system, and for implementing
countries. As for problems, the discrepancies of systems, levels of economic development,
culture, religion, and language pose difficult issues to be resolved. How to ensure coherent
enforcement is also a hard problem to be tackled.

Third, we did a survey of the Unitary Patent system and the Unified Patent Court system in
EU, and recent development in the convergence of IP systems in ASEAN.

Lastly, we foresaw the importance of continuing and expanding study of this topic for Japan,

and designed a plan for future research.
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