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The Possibility of Dialogue between Constitutional Studies and Historical Studies:
How Constitutional Scholars in Postwar Japan Accepted the Theory of
Economic History of Kohachiro Takahashi and his Successors?
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To clarify the conditions of dialogue between constitutional studies and historical studies, first,
we elucidated the characteristics of Kohachiro Takahashi’s researches on the economic history.
Takahashi (1912-80) was a leading historian in postwar Japan who specialized in economic
history and the French Revolution. Secondly, we examined how constitutional scholars
accepted his theory. Finally, we critically analyzed why ‘the controversy on the freedom of
trade’ advocated by one of the successors of Takahashi, Tomoyoshi Okada, failed to articulate
these two different theories. The conclusion is as follows: The framework of the studies of the
postwar economic history had a strong influence on the theoretical formation of the postwar
constitutional studies. Meanwhile, it has gradually lost its influence since late 1970s in the area
of empirical-based historical approaches. However, since its practical interest was headed
to conserve the current constitutional regime created by the postwar reform, this approach is
still efficient in the field of constitutional studies. For instance, in the case when constitutional
scholars following this theoretical framework felt that the philosophy of the Constitution of
Japan was being threatened in the real politics, they would be able to refer to the results of the
studies of the postwar economic history through constructing counter narratives. In fact, in the
times of the bubble economy in late 1980s, Youichi Higuchi extracted the ideal-type of the
public society of “Rousseau-Jacobin” based on the recognition that individuals were still buried
in the community in Japan. Therefore, as long as constitutional studies try to criticize the Japan
society in light of the ideal value of the Constitution of Japan, there is a possibility that they recall
the legacy of'the studies of the postwar economic history. It will be that the range of the studies
of postwar economic history as ‘idea’ is wider than that of ‘science’. Over all, this research
finding suggests that the dialogue between constitutional studies and historical studies should

be established through critical reinvestigations of the conventional postwar economic thought.
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