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Comparative Analysis of Democratic Theory in Contemporary Thought

with a focus on Giorgio Agamben
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In this project, I tried to examine and evaluate the contemporary democratic discourses in the
political theory. In particular, I aimed at clarifying and assessing the complex character of
the democracy. In order to perform the work, we chose such thinkers as Giorgio Agamben,
Hannah Arendt, and Judith Butler. In the first place, Arendt has been admired as one of the most
important theorists in the 20th century. On the other hand, Agamben and Butler still remain too
contemporary to analyze in an academic way.

Therefore, we situated Arendt as a starting point against which we deal with the evaluation
of Agamben and Butler. In this analysis, we put an emphasis on some topics such as biopolitics,
sovereignty and political action. Particularly, the reading of ‘Human Condition’ by Arendt
played a grounding role in preparing the premise for this entire project. Then, ‘’Homo Sacer’
of Giorgio Agamben and ‘Precarious Life’ of Butler are examined in contrast with the work
of Arendt.

Through this process, we reached the conclusion as follows. First, Arendt tried to reconstruct
the notion of ‘the political” by returning to the ancient Greek and take advantage of the founding
moment in the ancient Rome. As a result, she ended up constructing democracy in a rigorous
republicanism way, although it is impossible to underestimate her importance in the postwar
political theory.

In the wake of this attempt, contemporary thinkers such as Butler and Agamben tend to
introduce a dynamic moment in the democratic discourse, even though they go as far as to
identify as a kind of anarchist.

As a conclusion, the comparative analysis of democratic theory opens up potential paths for

developing an anarcho-democratic concept of politics in the coming world.
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