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In the field of educational sociology, there has been a longstanding observation of gender-
based differentiation in educational paths, such as the notion that "men go to universities, while
women attend junior colleges." However, this trend has been improving since the 21st century.
On the other hand, there are still gender-based differentiations in the way of the college’s choice.
The aim of'this study is to identify the mechanisms behind these remaining differentiations and
contribute to gender equality in education.

There are challenges in understanding the mechanisms behind gender-based differentiation
in the way of college’s choice, specifically in three points. First, it is difficult to distinguish
whether students are in an environment where they can keep their educational expectation or
not. Second, most research has solely focused on preferences for one university, faculty, or
examination format. Third, previous research has often examined only the preferences at one
point in time. Therefore, in this study, we conducted semi-structured interviews with third-year
high school students who were about to take university entrance exams.

We gathered interview data from 99 third-year high school students. The interviews focused
on three main areas: 1) entering high school, 2) preparing for university entrance exams, and
3) future career aspirations. Participants were asked about the reasons and triggers for their
choices and the reactions of their parents, teachers, and friends. The analysis of interview data
revealed that various external factors, such as 1) residential area, 2) parent-child relationships,
3) friendships, 4) school's career guidance policies, and 5) external norms from cram schools

and society. Notably, female high school students seemed more susceptible to the influence
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of their residential areas and parent-child relationships, while male high school students were

influenced by their school's career guidance policies and friendships, indicating a gendered

trend in their decision-making.
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