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Public Opinion on War and Gender Stereotypes:
“Beautiful Soul-Just Warriors” Frame and War Legitimacy
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Under what conditions do people give permission to take the lives of strangers through war,
and what types of social ideas increase their preferences for war? This study aims to answer
these questions by analyzing the attitudes and preferences of public opinion toward war by
introducing the perspective of gender and international relations theory. In particular, this study
examined the power of the frame of "Beautiful Soul — Just Warrior," where brave male soldiers
save vulnerable female victims by testing seven hypotheses.

In the first set of hypotheses, I examined whether the frame of "Beautiful Soul — Just Warrior"
increases public interest in war (Hypothesis 1), shapes worldviews about one's own country
and others (Hypotheses 2 and 3), and increases preferences for war (Hypothesis 4), compared
to a frame that focuses on self-interest. (Hypothesis 3), and to increase the preference for war
(Hypothesis 4). While Hypothesis 1 has limited support from the analysis, Hypothesis 2, 3, 4
was supported by the data.

In the second group of hypotheses, I predicted that the influence of this frame of "Beautiful
Soul — Just Warrior" on public opinion's interest in war, worldviews, and policy preferences
has been supported by traditional notions of gender, in which men should be the protectors
and women the protected. In the second group of hypotheses, we expected that the traditional
gender role where the protector is male and the protected is female (Hypothesis 5) and the degree
of individual-level empathy with gender stereotypes (Hypothesis 7) would affect the effects
examined by Hypotheses 1, 2, 3, 4. In addition, I also tested whether war legitimacy increases
ifaprotectorisa U.S. female soldier, the symbol of advanced woman, and the protected citizen
of the conflict zone is a man (Hypothesis 6). However, only limited data supports Hypothesis
5,6and7.
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