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This study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the phenomena called “democratic
backsliding” in Southeast Asia. The decline of democratic norms and malfunctioning of
democratic institutions became a global concern since the late 1990s, especially during the
last 10 years. Southeast Asia follows this pattern, as the levels of democracy in Indonesia,
the Philippines, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Vietnam have declined over the last
decades. In contrast to European and American cases of backsliding, however, Southeast Asian
backsliding thus far escaped scholarly scrutiny. This project aims to fill this gap. In particular,
we address the following questions. First, in what sequence did democratic regressions occur?
Second, which aspects of the democratic system are in retreat? Third, what factors are causing
democratic backsliding? Fourth, what is the relationship between democratic backsliding and
affective polarization? (one’s animosity toward the members of the party/group he/she does not
support, and favoritism toward the party/group he/she supports.) The first three questions will
be addressed in the introductory essay by Kasuya and Tan in the forthcoming special issue on
democratic backsliding in Southeast Asia at the Asian Journal of Comparative Politics. As for the
fourth question, we conducted an online survey prior to the Philippine’s presidential election in
May 2022. The results revealed that in the case of the Philippines, affective polarization happens

after democratic backsliding, unlike in other cases such as the US as the extant studies found.
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