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As the types of cultural groups have become diverse globally, the political issue of domestic
cultural groups has become more important. In political theory, most major multiculturalists
like Will Kymlicka have argued that cultural rights are granted only to those who have formal
citizenship, such as national minorities or formal immigrants. However, cultural rights of
temporary workers or refugees are controversial because these populations are growing.
The issue of cultural rights has been discussed from many perspectives, such as liberalism,
nationalism, and communitarianism. This study has attempted to seek an alternative multicultural
theory that references Alan Patten’s work, which requires states to provide positive protections
equally to all cultural groups.

This study begins by outlining Patten’s Equal Recognition theory. Patten assumes that cultural
groups that share a socialization process and are more loosely connected should enjoy cultural
rights. He also argues that positive cultural protection should be consistent with the liberal
requirement of neutrality if the state provides cultural protection policies to all cultural groups
equally. Presenting a new notion of neutrality, Patten shows that the problems faced by existing
liberal multiculturalism can be solved. This study argues that Patten can guarantee stronger
cultural protections to wider cultural groups, including temporary workers and refugees, than
most existing theorists like Kymlicka believe.

This study continues to examine the possible criticisms of equal recognition and responses
to them. For example, David Miller points out that protections of all cultural groups will lead
to state fragmentation. Anne Phillips notes that multicultural theory considers the human rights
of'internal minorities within cultural groups less seriously, which may encourage violence and
oppressive actions against these groups. This study considers how the new theory presented by

Patten can contribute to liberal multiculturalism by responding these criticisms.
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